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Education News in 
Delhi English Dailies: A Survey 


One needs today more knowledge 
and better understanding of the latest 
developments in the field of education. 
Helping to meet this need through re- 
porting and interpreting on educational 
developments can be one of the most 
exciting, interesting and rewarding jobs 
in the whole field of communication. 

Education and Journalism have a 
common cause. They disseminate 
knowledge and information. A synthesis 
of Education and Journalism has 
given rise to the term Educational 
Journalism. 

According to the UNESCO docu- 
ment “Learning to be” education isa 
life long process. It begins from the 
prenatal stages and then continues 
through life the family upbringing, 
scholastic years in the educational 
institutions and later on through 
involvement in vocations and the 
society at large. 

Educational Journalism disseminates 
information about the various educa- 
tional processes undertaken by different 
educational agencies through the media. 
Educational writing in newspapers or 
expression of educational issues on 
radio and television have great social 
relevance. Modern educational deveiop- 
ments in many directions have enhan- 
ced its social relevance. 

The purpose of a newspaper is to 
supply information and news of interest 
and value to the readers and also to 
consciously bring in desirable changes 
in the behaviour patterns of the readers 
who are members, of the society. 
According to Mahatma Gandhi “News- 
papers are people’s university.” 

A survey of three national daily news- 
papers in English published from New 
Delhi for five weeks from 27th 
November to 31st December, 1983 was 
undertaken. These newspapers were 
The Times of India, Indian Express and 
The Hindustan Times, which are the 


largest circulated daily papers published 
from New Delhi. A quantitative and 
qualitative analysis of the educational 
news coverage in them has been 
attempted. 


Methodology 


The Jengths of columns in centi- 
meters of education news published in 
the three newspapers—The Times o/ 
India, Indian Expressand The Hindustan 
Times, have been measured. The pro- 
portion of the education news coverage 
to the total news area published in each 
newspaper has been calculated. A 
comparative study of the coverage of 
educational news has also been 
made. 

Number of Pages : A comparative 
statement giving the news coverage in 
the three newspapers is given in Table 1. 
The lengths of columns devoted for 
advertisements and news are measured 
in centimeters. While the single column 
length in The Times of India is 57 cms., 
in Indian Express and The Hindustan 
Times, it is 53 cms. each. During the 
period, The Hindustan Times published 
the highest number of pages (692), 
followed by The Times of India 
(644) and Indian Express with the 
lowest number of 600 pages. However, 
the total column-centimetres length is 
highest in The Times of India (2,93,664 
cms.) followed by The Hindustan Times 
2;93,408 cms.). Indian Express has 
published the lowest number of 
column-centimetres (2,54,400). 


DISCUSSION OF RESULTS 


Education News Coverage 

The highest percentage of news 
coverage is 63.56 in Indian Express 
followed by 46.41 in The Times of 
India and 38.92 in The Hindustan 
Times. In terms of column-centimetres 
also, the same order was noticed. 
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During the five-week period, the largest number 
of (235) education news items were covered in The 
Times of India followed by 224 items in Indian Express 
and 198 items in The Hindustan Times (see Table 1). 
In terms of column-centimetres of coverage, there 
were 7,213 in The Times of India, 6,368 in Indian 
‘Express and 5,723 in The Hindustan Times. In terms 
of percentage of education news to total news is 7.65 


coverage, The Times of India devoted 6,228; 
Indian Express 5,717 and The Hindustan Times 4,740. 

The largest number of negative items covered 
were 60 in The Times of India followed by 
47 in Indian Express and 42 in The Hindustan 
Times. In terms of column-centimetres covered, 
the maximum was 985 in The Times of India, 983 in 
The Hindustan Times and 651 in Indian Express. 


Table 1 
News coverage in the Delhi Editions of The Hindustan Times, Indian Express and The Times of India 


Name of the Paper Total Print Space for 


News cove- No. of 


during period 27th November to 31st December, 1983 (five weeks) 


Education News 











Area in Advertise- rage area pages . 
Column ments in in Colum - Total. Positive Negative 
Cms. Column Cms. as 
Cms. Items Col. Cms. Items Col. Cms. Items Col. Cms. 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 il 
The Hindustan Times 2,93,408 1,79,173 1,14,235 692 198 $723 156 4740 42 983 
(61.08) (38.92) (5.01) (82.82) (17.18) 
Indian Express 2,54,400 92,733 1,61,667 6CO 224 6368 177 5717 47 65] 
(36.44) (63.56) (7.65) (89.76) (10.24) 
The Times of India 2,93,664 = 1,57,411 1,36,253 644 235 7213 175 6228 60 985 
(53.59) (46.41) (4.83) (86.36) (43.68) 


the Newspaper. 


Figures in parentheses under column 
Newspaper. 


ae 


Education News of the Newspaper. 


in Indian Express, 5.01 in The Hindustan Times and 
4,83 in The Times of India. However, the daily 
coverage of the education news in these papers has 
wide variation from 0.01 to 7 per cent. 


Positive and Negative Education News 
Coverage 


The terms positive and negative are relative. 
All news reporting on items like strikes by the 
students, teachers and karamcharis of the univers- 
ities, colleges and schools are defined as negative 
news coverage. Also any reporting on clashes 
between the academic community and the administra- 
tors or the public: as well as reporting about 
corruption, malpractices etc. in educational insti- 
tutions has been counted as negative news coverage. 

The largest number-of positive items (177) were 
reported in Indian Express followed by 175 items in 
The Times of India and 156 items in The Hindustan 
Times. In column-centimetres of positive news 
1The Times of India: 1,78,890; The Hindustan Times: 
2,67,020; Indian Express: 1,32,525. Circulation for figures 
1979 published in Press in India, 1980: 24th Annual Report 
of the Registrar of Newspapers for India. 
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Figures in parentheses under columns 3 and 4 indicate the percentage of Advretisements and News to the total space of 
7 indicate the percentage of Education News to the total News space of the 


Figures in parentheses under columns 9 and 11 indicate the percentages of positive and negative news to the Total 


In terms of percentage of positive news to the 
total education news covered, Indian Express topped 
with 89.76, followed by The Times of India with 
86.36 and The Hindustan Times with 82.83. How- 
ever, in terms of total column-centimetres and total 
number of items of education news covered, The 
Times of India topped the list with 7,213 and 235 
respectively. 


Coverage of Education News on Front page 


In covering the education news on the front 
page, The Times of India had the highest number of 
items i.e. 19 followed by Indian Express with 17 
and The Hindustan Times with 15. Of these 
items, all the mewSpapers displayed two positive 
items each as the lead items. The Times of India 
displayed two negative items also in the lead on the 
front page. 


Sources Of Education News Items 


The pattern of news reporting in education is 
presented in Table 3. The Times of India published 
the largest. number of 177 education news reports, 
while. Indian _ Express and The Hindustan Times 


Table 2 


Education News coverage in the Delhi Edition of The Hindustan Times, Indian Express and 
The Times of India during the period 27th November to 31st December 1983 (five weeks) 


Name of the Paper 
Total 


Col. Cms 


Positive 


Items Items 


Education News 


Coi. Cms. 


Front page coverage of Education 


Negative News Items 


Items Col, Cms. Positive Negative Total 





qa) (2) (3) (4) (5) 


3 (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) 
a a 


The Hindustan Trmes 198 5723 156 4740 
(5.01) (82.82) 

Indian Express 224 6368 177 5717 
(7.65) (89,76) 

The Times of India 235 7213 172 6228 
(4.83) (86.36) 


42 983 10 (2 Id) 5 15 
(17.18) 

47 651 2 (2 1d) 9 17 
(10.24) 

60 985 10 (2 1d) 9 (2 id) 19 
(13.68) 


id: Lead Item 


* 


** Figures in parentheses of columns 5 and 7 indicate 


News of Newspaper. 


Figures in parentheses of column 3 indicate the percentage of Education News to the Total News of the Newspaper. 
Percentage of positive and negative news to the Total Education 








Table 3 
Classification of Education News Items 
Name of the Total Total Staff Cor- Agen- Fore- Edito- Features, articles Letters Total of 
Newspaper Items News respondent cy Re- ign rial and Columns Columns 
Reports Reports ports News 7,.8&9 
Repo- 
rts 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7%) (8) (9) (10) 
The Hindstan Times 198 146 120 26 3 5 30 (9 BR) 17 32 
Indian Express 224 163 143 20 6 5 29 (20 BR) 27 (2 LBR) 61 
The Times of India 235 177 123 54 7 1 39 (17 BR) 18 38 


_ oe eee 


BR—Book Reviews 
LBR—Letters on Book Reviews 


published 163 and 146 news items respectively. Out 
of these items Staff Reporters contributed 143 in 
Indian Express, 123 in The Times of India and 120 in 
The Hindustan Times, Apart from this, the largest 
number of 56 items contributed by the agencies (UNI 
and PTI) were published in The Times of India. While 
The Hindustan Times published 26, indian Express 
published only 20 items contributed by the agencies. 
Thus, Indian Express Staff Reporters were more 
active in reporting educational news and The 
Hindustan Times Staff Reporters were comparatively 
less enthusiastic in reporting on education. 


Editorials, Features, Articles, Columns and 
Letters 


In Editorial writing on education, both Indian 
Express and The Hindustan Times are equal with five 
editorials each. The Times of India published only 


one editorial on education. However, the largest 
number of 39 features, articles and columns have 
been published in The Times of India. In these 
writings, The Hindustan Times and Indian Express 
have a close finish of 30 and 29 items respectively. 

In letter writing, the Indian Express readers were 
at the top with 27 education items. The Times of 
India and The Hindustan Times had a close finish of 
18 and 17 items each. : 


Book Reviews 


Indian Express is the only paper to publish Book 
Reviews section regularly in all its Sunday editions. 
An average of five review articles were published 
every Sunday. Each review covered one or more 
books. Indian Express encourages the readers by 
publishing their letters on its book reviews as well. 
The publication of book reviews in The Times of 
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India and The Hindustan Times in their Sunday 
editions were not regular. The Times of India published 
book reviews in their Sunday editions for four weeks 
only. Their average was four reviews per week. 
However, it published a literary page regularly in 
all the Sunday editions. 


Foreign Education News 


All the three newspapers published foreign news 
items on education. The Times of India published 
the largest number of seven items. While Jndian 
Express published six items, The Hindusan Times 
published only three items during this period. 

This sample survey of the national daily news- 
papers in English for a five week period during 27th 
November-3lst December, 1983 indicates that they 
are devoting only 0.01 to 7 percent of their daily 
news Space to educational news. This coverage is 
too low. The newspapers should devote a minimum 
of 10 percent oftheir “daily néws space to edu- 
cational news. 

There have been four national ‘Seminars on 
Educational Journalism during the past decade. The 
first of these was held in Jabalpur in 1974. The 
second was held at Hyderabad in 1981. The third and 
fourth were held at New Delhi organised by NCERT 
andJIMC in January, 1983 and in February, 1984 
respectively. According to the participants of these 
seminars, the educational news writing is mostly 
negative writing consisting of criticism of Govern- 
ment policies, text books, the policies adopted by 
the Union leaders among students, teachers, 
karamcharis etc., malpractices in administration, in 
examinations and so on. The effect of this negative 
reporting has a deleterious impact on our society. 

The present study refutes the above general 
observation. Itis clear that 83 to 90 per cent of 


educational news is positive news reporting. This 
shows that even professional educational journalists 
are prejudiced psychologically about news reporting.. 
In fact, now-a-days, nobody hastime to read any- 
thing that is constructive, creative and positive, as it 
entails careful reading and appreciations. Only 
negative news is read avidly with the result that a 
negative character is developing in our readers. It 
is wrong to blame the newspapers. It is the readers 
who are to be blamed for this negative character. 

Apart from this interpretative journalism in 
education has not been developed satisfactorily in 
our country, Even regular feature writing in edu- 
cation is totally absent. In our national dailies and 
periodicals only The Hindu publishes a weekly feature 
on education. There is no parallel paper in our 
country in importance to The Times Educational 
supplement of U.K. 

There are about 30 periodicals exclusively devoted -- 
to the developments in education. These are run 
by prestigeous organisations like UGC, NCERT, 
ICSSR and other educational institutions as well 
as teachers, organisations. 

These are concerned mostly with the theory and 
research in the fields of Teacher Education and 
Educational Administration. Because of speciali- 
sation, these periodicals are beyond the reach of the 
majority of teachers and educational administrators. 

In our country, education is the only sector 
after defence which employs the largest man-power 
of teachers, publishers, authors etc. 

To bring the existing developments in the field 
of education, we need a cadre of educational 
journalists in the country. This can be achieved by 
introducing a special paper on educational journalism 
in the various journalism courses offered in -our 
country. 
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